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RUNAWAY WITNESS 







While lancers search the pueblo for a man 
believed to be a killer, Don Diego wonders 
about a mysterious passenger he has seen 
leaving Los Angeles on the southbound stage. 



And as Zorro, he follows the stage, fighting 
off hired gunmen whose job it is to see that 
the passenger is silenced so no finger of guilt 
can be pointed at the guilty one. 



A FRIEND INDEED 

^5 




Sergeant Garcia receives an anonymous 
message from someone who is willing to 
betray Zorro and set him up for capture. 



But as the portly sergeant waits to take 
Zorro captive, Zorro is busy at the cuartel 
completing a few plans of his own. 



'EtttlPiEO, UITA ftlAUfrO, VJlTNE^ 1DTH6 
WUBpee, FLEES INTO TH& DAHWe^S ■■■ 




WE WILL PlND HIM ( £OM£ . 
COt-POB-hL B.eVK> "'£AU- 
OUT (MORE LANC.E2.6 FOIt 
A 4EA&CH OP TH£ PU£&LO.' 




1 AM ^APE -FOP- A 

£Hoer while onlv." 

1 MU4.T PlNOTHE CM* 
WITNESS TO MV CEIWE, 
LITA.P-iALWO -AND 

^iu£N6£ HefcFoesveft.' 




-ttl EANWHILg ■ ■ IN ANOTHee. P^E-T OP THE PUg&LO, 
W DQN Die&O 06 LA V£6A AND W6 WUTE SERVANT 
6EPLNAE-00 . ARE JU^T LEAVING THE INN ■■ ■ 




A THOUSAND APOlO&lK 
PON D'E&O ■•■ 'iOMeT.Mti 

X WONOEATHAt ASV-- s> 

&ce^ Eianr with "he&e 

eA&oeo^ UNDEE. Vvy 

COAWAND - ' 




<S>TMN6E---THAT 
FfJl&HTENEp-&!l*-L — 
JUJNNINO--JU^T A PEW 
FOMENTS. *FTg£ THE 
<%HOOnN& .' X WONDEfc 
If-THEfce 14 ^OME 
CONNECTION — 




/7^ 




TM£N DON ViB&O &66IN<& rift OWN P&vATE I 
INVESTIGATION •'• i r—m ; ■> 

, WHAT 

CjENOt P6 LA VE6A , 5H£ HA4 \ DO VOU 
&ON£ I OO NOT A^iC ME WMV-- 1 MEAN ? 





MiEEE / . 

ZORRO. 1 .' <t HIU.4J! 
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SMf>f-0O &£5TUlZ.&&-E> DON 01B6O- 



vOJWt4riTOWJOW WHArX PL.ftN ToCto"2 
XT !<=> -SIMPLE • A/Ul&O-'-I'MiOiW&TO 

&OA£0 THftr^TA&e.' 




TUB 6IE.O WILL, &ET&AVEUN& ALONE 
FftoAA H£ee...As th& OTHER PASSENGER* I 
CAME ONLY THIS FAR i IT IS MY CHANCE 

TO TALK TO HER... 



I CO NOTYET KHOW IF UITA UlAL-fcO 1 4 J 
PL£EIN0 FiZOM ^OMETHINtb <?HE DID, 
OL ^OMETHIN6j 4HS KNOWS ■ • I HOPE, 
THAT A4 A PELLCW PAS^EN&Ee. , I £AN 

L.5A2N THE AN^WEE. To THAT Gue<STtON .' 





THE PRWge TOLP ME VJHAT 
HAPPENED ON THE POAP TOpAy 
OO VOU THINK. THAT WA4> AN 
ACCIDENT? THO^E MEN VTI 2>*W 

MUST HAVE 9EEN AFTEP VOU .'/ 



THEV WILU NOT 4TOP ' T, PLEASE 
ATJO^TONE Tty.^ENOPlTA,' lJy^T-jWT 
VOU £ANNOT ZUK POI&V61 .' / LET-MS 
ALONE 




AT T t4£ 0i&^&l£O «5TA6eCOA(iW ■•- 




QUiCM-V. p€*o 6UMi INTO TUB BU>« I 
C04TDWB OF THE oe«ftoe?,zoB«aJ 




T'HE TOO 0ONM6N MOVE 4TSM/IWU/ OVT' I iluT A« PEPPO UFT4 HI* SUN 
THWU*H1He»BC«e**- "l r 




I fltwHEt we<b k& emeu 
\(Z~>n A a a( iSTiTvoui 




THE &ATTL6 HA* 1 
6ESN A-oHOCTONe, 
HA* IT MOT, 4EN02-? 
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fcN HOOP LOTS* , AFree 
' ZOSflO HA* DEPARTED, 
THE 4TA<bE£OA£H P16K* 
UP PiE&O ON THE £OAD"- 





EyCEPT TO HELP U*TA^E 
THEMTOJAiL -ANDA's POP 
AAE, X'M PETUPNIN&iTci LO* 
AN6EbE<i ToTE*TlPV 
A<S»AlN«T -=,Eflo(t ZUU3GA 
SUT CfcJN 'T TAl*e CPSD I T 
FOfr6HAN(blN6 AAY MlHO, 
4EflOit"ZORROI6TWe 

ONE WHO DID THAT 





In the year 1510, a Spanish writer, Garcia 
Ordonez de Montalvo, wrote a fiction story 
concerning the newly- discovered region in 
the New World known as California. He en- 
visioned it as a terrestrial paradise, a land of 
gold and sunshine. 

The sunshine had always been obvious, but 
it was not until 339 years later that the dis- 
covery of gold at Sutter's Mill proved in fact 
the prophecy of Montalvo's story. 

By an ironic twist of fate, the two men who 
should have profiled the most by this history- 
altering discovery ended their days in com- 
parative poverty. 

Captain John Augustus Sutter, a Swiss ex- 
army officer and pioneer settler in California, 
secured a 50,000 acre grant from the Mexican 
government in 1839. He founded a principality 
and named it New Helvetia in memory of his 
old country. Here he lived in baronial splen- 
dor, with Indians as his subjects. With native 
adobe brick and timber, he erected a fori as 
his castle, mounting 12 guns on the ramparts. 

Sutter trapped for furs, grazed herds on 
his land3, and carried on a lively trade, ex- 
tending his famed hospitality to the tide of 
immigrants coming overland in the 1840's. 

In 1848, the town of Sacramento was laid 
out on Sutter's farm, and the following year 
an event occurred which created one of the 
greatest mass movements of people history 
had ever witnessed to that time. 

While building a sawmill, Sutter's carpen- 
ter, James W. Marshall, discovered gold near 
Coloma on the South Fork of the American 
■ River. Within six months, men from every 
town and rancho in California had swarmed 
in, staking claims on the very ground which 
Sutler and 1 Marshall had claimed. Within two 
years, over 100,000 people from all over ths 
world had answered the call of gold. 



Fifty dollars to a hundred dollars was an 
average day's work pay for many. A few 
.found as much as $1,000 a day in dust and 
nuggets. Business boomed everywhere. 
Rooms rented for $300 a month. Bread sold 
for SI. 00 a loaf. 

The trampling hordes overran Sutter's fort, 
driving off his Indians, stealing his cattle, and 
disputing his rights to the land. 

Although millions of dollars passed over 
Sutter's landing, he saw little of it. He died 
in Washington, D. C, thirty years later, after 
spending years striving in vain to get Con- 
gress to restore his property. 

And what of the man who had actually dis- 
covered the gold of Montalvo's dream? While 
James Marshall was still in the process of 
getting his samples tested, others had already 
swarmed in and usurped his claims. Armed 
guards kept him off his own property. The 
thousands of fortune-seekers invading the 
Ia^id merely laughed at his plight. Friends of 
thp trespassers sat as judge and jury when 
he appealed to the courts. 

On the lecture platform as well as in the 
courts, Marshall spent the remainder of his 
life fighting for his rights. 

In spite of the fact that they realized little 
aside from notoriety for their part in the 
feverish activities, perhaps Sutter and 
Marshall took some scant pleasure from the 
(effect the discovery of gold had on the rest 
of the world. Business all over the globe was 
stimulated by the great flood of gold from 
rihe Sierra. The expansion and settlement of 
the Western frontiers was hastened countless 
years because of the influx of people stream- 
ing in from all across the land. 

California had become, in fact, true to 
Montalvo's vision — the land of gold and 
sunshine. 



HE EVENING, ATTHE HOME OF POM RAMON BALSO.. 



PlUi'l 



IN OLP CALIFORNIA, 
HOSPITALITY WAS A 
RULE. THERE WERE 
FEW INNS, SO ALL 
TRAVELERS WERE 
MAPE WELCOME BY 
THERANCHERQ5... 





Pablito anp chco rush to the house.. 



AMP THE FRIENDLY CH1CO EXTENDS A 
GREETING PABLITO HAP NOT EXPECTEP. .. 




-y WALT OISHEY'S 






>VATE ONE NI&HT IN THB 6UAI»TIL, 
4ER&EANT 6APCIA ig DOIN& A 4P8&ML 
JOB OF GUAItDlN& POLITICAL PPl$0N6*V- 
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THie IS TOO &OOP 
TO &£ T&UE ■' MAYBE 
I WIUL AT LAST Be 
TH^OU^H WITH THAT 
PEVlLZORRO.'.' 




flNO hO, C»*N FINPS TH6 SOOO 4E866ANT 




^ 



OU6 ULTIMA .' HE piO NOT EVEN WA 
TOP- ME TO THAN* HIM ; CH , WELL 
I CANNOT WO&P-V A&OUT THAT .' I HAVE 
MUCH TO OO BEPOP-e TOMOWOW.' MV 

men ml^t be well, ppepaeep foe. what 
ue^ aheap: 




&A&L* THE NE*T WOB-NIN& •• ■ 


&uT, CjEP-OEANT"- \ 
\h IT WISE TO LEAVE 

THE OUAK-TSL- <=>0 
LI&HTLY euAECED? 


BA&040 J po YOJ 
\ QUESTION AV/HI6H 
) AUTHORITY? WhilE 
/ THE GAPlTAN l£ (fOUB 
lA/VUNGOMMANp.' ' 
JUW GET INTO w- 
TH04E 6LOTHES.' TJ 


fUPw 


h*ffe? 


ilEtl'Kl 
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^El^SANT. CCEP-TAINLV 
HOPE YOD«. PLAN WOtW 
•iOONi I'AA&BTTINfet 
TlftEP OP WM-fclN^ .' 



fRin-ATTHAT VE&Y 
^WOMENT, BACK 
AT THE OUACTgL— 



AW- EVERYTHING* ^ WOP-£lN& OLtf EVgN 

BETTEft THAN I'P IMAGINED.' THE POOR 

t,£P6EANT LEFT ONLY TWO LANGEB6 H££e 

TO GUAfcp THE CUAP-TEi/ PAi^ONEE* .' THI4. 

Jfc <*sOINfa TO BE ALMOST TOO EA^Y J 
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fOZVOV'. TH6 ££«;>£ ANY 
TOOfc OUeOUOTHe& THl^ 
MCe-NlNi- .' H£ <bfrlC H5 
HAP A POOL-PfZOOP PL-ANi 
FC* CAPTURING VOU — ft 




TTHOO&UT 
'OP THE PuAN 
M-V^ELF: YOUJE 

PA^jEP i TON 

TO SE-RGEAKT 

&AP-6/A 





WUEN SENOft 
ANTON© <&OMEZ, 
THE GOVERNOR'S 
£Mi&eA*V.V>SlTS 

L04 AN&El£S, 
HE 14 FUBIOU6 TO 
l-fiAMH THAT THE 

OUTL-AW, 



GAftSIA , VOU A*6 STUPID -' IN i ~ 
THI4 4MAU, PL-ACE IT SHOULD &£ 
EA4V TO FIND ZORRO.' I'LL. SPEAK 
TO ALL WHO HAVE SEEN HIM , AND 
X WILL CATCH THE POX -" 



mm a 




WELL.^ENOR 
fcOMEZ -• OO VOU 
KNOW WHAT 
ZORPO LOOKS 
UKCNOW? 



%ll HE 14 A TALL, 
SHOPT, THIN, PAT, 
VOUN4*. OLP-- a 

-4 




HANDSOME , U©LY 
WAN, WITH A BLA6K. 
&EARDI 66f^eANT, 
X DON'T THINK THESE 
PEOPLE WANT ME TO 
KNOW WHAT ZOMO 
LCOK6 UIKC 





In the early 1800'a, shrewd Yankee sea captains could build their fortunes by 
trading with old California. When a Yankee ship came into port in California, goods- 
hungry raneheros swarmed aboard to purchase silks, satins and manufactured items. 
They paid for their purchases with hides, on which the captains made great profits. 




The California authorities were unhappy 
about this trading. As they saw it, the Yan- 
kee seafarers were making all the money 
while the government got nothing. So they 
built a fine new customs house at Monterey. 



The Yankees were allowed to trade along 
the coast, after first putting into Monterey 
and paying duty on their cargoes. Unfortu- 
nately, the duty amounted to almost 100$ 
of the value of the entire cargo. 




The canny captains soon found a way to 
evade this ruinous tax. They simply unloaded 
most of their cargo at Santa Catalina Island, 
then proceeded to the customs house at 
Monterey, where they cheerfully paid duty 
on only a small fraction of their goods. 



Once the duty was paid and they were free 
to trade in California, they sailed back to 
Catalina and picked up the goods which had 
been left there under guard. So the island, 
today a popular summer resort, once 
served as a haven for Yankee smugglers. 



